
Booksigning event photos, from left to right :

Author Charles L . Sullivan with Cam and Kate Baker;

Chris Howell, Cain Vineyards and 
Dawnine Dyer, Dyer Vineyards ;

Andy Beckstoffer, Beckstoffer Vineyards, 
and Elliott Mackey, Wine Appreciation Guild ;

18

On Books 

Napa Wine : from Mission Days to Present ; 
2nd edition, by Charles L. Sullivan; pub-
lished by the Wine Appreciation Guild in 
cooperation with the Napa Valley Wine 
Library Association

In celebration of the publication of the second 
edition of Napa Wine, Larkmead Vineyards 
in Calistoga hosted a book signing with 
author Charles L. Sullivan on Tuesday, May 13  
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. In attendance were 
members of the Napa Valley Wine Library 
Association, Wine Appreciation Guild, 
Sonoma Wine Library, and friends of 
Larkmead. Elliott Mackey, president of the 
Wine Appreciation Guild, Kate and Cam 
Baker, owners of Larkmead, Dale Brown,  
Bob Long, and Bob Pecota, old and new 
members of the NVWLA board were all 
part of the reception for Charles.

NVWLA initiated the writing of Napa Wine 
almost twenty years ago. A first edition of 

Napa Wine was published in 1994. So many 
changes have come to the Napa Valley wine 
community since then, that the author saw the 
need to bring his book up to date. Charles has 
added a fifteenth chapter, “When Cabernet 
Was King” and ends his history with the 
sale of Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars in July of 
2007. All his notes, indices, tables and maps 
have been revised for this new edition as well.

In April the Wine Literary Foundation 
honored Charles with its 18th Wine Literary 
Award for his work as a wine historian.  
Charles was particularly interested to visit 
the winery at Larkmead, since it is one of 
the newest in the Valley, serving vineyards 
that are among the Valley’s oldest. He was 
also able to visit Oak Knoll Ranch and 
Lamoreaux Vineyards before the reception.  
If you missed the chance to meet and talk 
with Charles, he will be at the Annual 
Tasting, Sunday, August 24, to sign copies of 
his new edition of Napa Wine .

In Memoriam
Bernard L. Rhodes 1920-2008

Barney Rhodes was the first president of 
the Napa Valley Wine Library Association. 
Fellow officers on its initial slate of 1963  
were Nancy Haven, Helen Niemi and Grace 
Van Deusen elected by trustees Jim Beard, 
Helen Clark, Mary Frances Friede, Paco 
Gould, Louis Martini, Tim Meadows, and 
Marietta Voorhees. Over the next few years, 
Eulalie Ahern, Maynard Amerine, Nathan 
Fay, Horace Griswold, Ina Hart, Tom May, 
and André Tchelistcheff also found them-
selves involved in guiding the association.

Barney and his wife Belle started coming  
to Napa Valley on weekends shortly after  
World War II. Barney was a physician with  
and later chief of operations for Kaiser 
Permanente. Laurie Wood remembers Barney 
and a group of other investors buying land 
from his brother Bob on Hunt Street, St. 
Helena in 1954. They sold that property 
to buy vineyard on Zinfandel Lane. By this  
time, the tasting room for Heitz Wine 
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