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The Napa Valley Wine Library has always
had a special affection for Spottswoode.
There, 45 years ago, the Wine Library
offered its first Annual Wine Tasting at an
estate (its first, the year before, was at a
lumber yard). This year, as the Wine
Library marks its 45th Tasting,
Spottswoode turns 125; it was founded in
1882. Its present owner, Mary Weber
Novak, together with her and her late
husband Jack’s children Beth, Lindy,
Kelley, Mike and Matt have contributed
recollections of the Novak family and its
role at Spottswoode for a commemorative
book published in celebration of Mary’s
seventy-fifth birthday and the 125th
anniversary of Spottswoode.

Family narratives as well as vintage and
contemporary photographs in both color
and black and white document the
gardens, vineyards, winery and the families
at Spottswoode over the years. There is
also an excerpt from the St. Helena Star
of 1901 and a letter written from Vallejo
in 1913 glowingly describing this estate
which the Novak family acquired in 1972.
The book provides a thumbnail history of
the property, from its inception as

“Esmeralda” with extensive gardens and
17 acres of wine grapes to today.
Spottswoode, so-named in 1910, has
become an internationally known wine
estate with 40 acres of vineyard, original
Victorian-style main house, cellar, winery
and many of the trees and shrubs still
thriving that were planted 125 years ago.
Just a few years ago an extensive restora-
tion of the vineyard watershed was
inaugurated. The banks of Spring Creek,
along its southwest border, have been
nearly fully returned to native vegetation.

In 1982, on the hundredth anniversary of
the estate, the first Spottswoode Cabernet
Sauvignon was released. Today there are
three Spottswoode wines, two Cabernets
and a Sauvignon Blanc (Mary’s favorite).
“Spottswoode,” both the book and the
property, is a labor of love. Photographs
of the Novak children as kids, Mary and
her lab, and Victorian ladies at tea enliven
the pages as well as images of vineyard
workers, details of stonework, bottles of
the well-known wines and the beauty of
carefully tended vineyards that have been
organically farmed since 1985.

The book was designed as a keepsake by
Madeleine Corson and edited by Willow
Banks. The recent photographs of the
estate in all its aspects were taken by
Thomas Heinser.

On Writing Stags’ Leap Winery:
A Guide To The Estate
In Five Volumes

By Theresa Whitehill

When the book project idea for Stags’
Leap Winery first came up, the concept
was simple: create several small volumes to
be printed and bound in annual cycles
that provided information about this
venerable winemaking estate. The modest
volumes were to be placed in the guest
cottages for visitors to enjoy during their
stay and then “steal” when they left.

This early vision says much about the
place, and especially about the people who
work on its behalf. They are practical,
mischievous and playful, but also charged
with a sense of responsibility to educate
visitors to the charms of a property
founded in the 1880s, with a passionate
following for its wines.

At the time of the book commission, I
was already familiar with the beauty of
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